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Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


February  6,  1953 
Letter  No.  547 


Secretary  Benson  told  his  first  news  conference  yesterday  that  he 
was  very  much  concerned  about  the  decline  in  farm  prices,  but  that  he  was 
more  concerned  about  the  squeeze  placed  on  farmers  by  declining  farm  prices 
and  high  operating  costs.    He  repeated  that  the  Department  would  carry  out 
faithfully  the  present  price  support  laws,  including  that  providing  for 
supports  at  90  percent  of  parity  on  the  basic  commodities  through  I95V. 

In  a  prepared  statement  the  Secretary  pointed  out  our  agricultural 
policy  should  aim  to  obtain  in  the  market  place  full  parity  prices  of  farm 
products  and  parity  incomes  for. farm  people  so  that  farmers;  will  have  free- 
dom to  operate  efficiently  and  to  adjust  their  production  to  changing  con- 
sumer demands  in  an  expanding  economy, 

"The  most  important  method  of  promoting  the  long-time  welfare  of 
farm  people  and  the  nation, "  he  said,  "is  the  support  of  adequate  programs 
of  research. and education  in  the  production,  processing,  marketing,  and 
utilization  of  farm  products  and  in  problems  of  rural  living." 

The  development  of  modem  agriculture,  which  has  made  possible 
America's  high  standard  of  living,  has  placed  the  family  farm  in  a  vulner- 
able economic  position  because  farm  prices  and  income  rise  and  fall  more 
rapidly  than  farm  costs.    So  the  guarding  of  farm  levels  of  living  requires 
a  program  of  storage  and  price  supports  to  help  to  assure  stability  of 
income. 

"Price  supports  should  provide  "insurance  against  disaster  to  the 
farm- producing  plant  and  help  to  stabilize  national  food  supplies.  But 
price  supports  which  tend  to  prevent  production  shifts  toward  a  balanced 
supply  in  terms  of  demand  and  which  encourage  uneconomic  production  and  re- 
sult in  continuing  heavy  surpluses  and  subsidies  should  be  avoided.  .  Our 
efforts  should  be  to  re -orient  our  present  national  policies  and  programs 
so  that  they  will  contribute  to  the  development  of  a  prosperous  and  pro- 
ductive agriculture  within  our  free  enterprise  system,"  the  Secretary  con- 
tinued. 


Full  text  of  the  Secretary's  prepared  statement  was  mailed  to  you 
yesterday.    We're  mailing  under  separate  cover  a  transcript  of  the  Secretary's 
news  conference. 
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Secretary  Thinks  Livestock  Market  Vill  Stabilize 

Secretary  Benson  commented  specifically  on  livestock  and  meat 
prices  during  his  news  conference.    He  said  the  general  undertone  to  the 
livestock  situation  is  substantially  solid,  and  he  "believes  de-control  of 
meat  prices  will  hc?p  to  stabilize  the  market.    The  country's  economic  si- 
tuation is  has i call/  sound,  he  pointed  out. 

Earlier  this  week,  the  Secretary  called  on  producers  to  follow 
an  orderly  pattern  of  marketing.    And  he  called  on  processing  and  distribu- 
tion agencies  to  develop  a  consumer  demand  for  beef . 

Employment  and  incomes  are  higher  than  ever  before,  he  pointed 
out.    This  promises  more  stability  in  cattle  prices,  particularly  since  re- 
ductions due  this  year  in  the  supply  of  pork  will  bolster  the  market  for 
cattle.    Recent  price  breaks  appear  to  be  an  un-orderly  and  temporary  over- 
adjustment  to  what  should  be  a  natural  reaction  to  the  increase  in  cattle 
numbers.    The  Department  feels  that  a  return  to  orderly  marketing  will  check 
the  price  elide. 

"Complaints  have  been  received, "  the  Secretary  said,  "that  the 
compulsory  grading  required  by  OPS  and  the  retention  of  price  ceilings  on 
beef  have  contributed  to  price  declines.    Leaders  in  the  industry  agree  that 
the  removal  of  controls  would  in  itself  tend  to  strengthen  cattle  prices 
and  stabilize  markets." 

The  Secretary's  statement  stressing  orderly  marketing  was  mailed 
to  you  Tuesday. 

Flagging  to  Your  Attention... 

In  addition  to  the  Secretary's  "General  Statement  on  Agricultural 
Policy"  and  his  statement  urging  orderly  cattle  marketing,  we  mailed  to  you 
several  other  important  statements  this  week. 

A  statement  on  the  farm  price  situation  made  by  0.  V.  Wells,  Chief 
of  BAE,  before  the  Senate  Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry  on  Wednesday 
morning  was  mailed  to  you  that  day. 

We  mailed  to  you  Monday  biographical  sketches  of  Secretary  Benson, 
Under  Secretary  Morse,  Assistant  Secretary  J.  Earl  Coke,  other  officials  of 
the  Secretary's  immediate  staff,  and  others. 

A  release  summarizing  the  1953  World  Food  Situation  was  mailed 
to  you  Wednesday.    You  can  have  the  full  report  if  you  want  it/ 

International  Wheat  Council  Continues  Negotiations 

As  this  is  written,  members  of  the  International  Wheat  Council 
are  still  negotiating  over  renewal  of  the  International  Wheat  Agreement 
which  expires  July  31.    There's  not  likely  to  be  much  information  coming 
out  of  the  meeting  until  some  decision  is  reached  or  the  meeting  is  adjourned* 
There's  no  estimate  as  to  when  the  Council  may  be  adjourned. 
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Things  to  Watch  for  Next  Week, . . 

Monday,  Feb.  9:    The.  February  issue  of  Agricultural  Situation 
magazine  is  for  release  Monday.    It  features  articles .on  marketing  costs, 
sizes  .of  farms  in  different  region's,  electrification,  poultry  marketing  in 
the  Northwest ,  and  an  irrigated'  farming  study  in  Nebraska, 

Tuesday,  Feb.  10;    General  production  report  at  3j00  p.m.  EST,  re- 
leased at  USDA  in  Washington,    It  will  cover  milk  production,  grain  fed. per 
milk  cow,  poultry  and  egg  production,  indicated -production  of  citrus- fruits 
(1952-53  crop).  "  '     -  .  '      •  ■•• 

Wednesday,  Feb.  11:    Western  range  report.    Condition  of  Western 
ranges,  cattle  and  sheep.    Released  at  Denver.  •  - 

Friday,  Feb.  13:.    Livestock  report.    Number  and  value  of  livestock, 
including  poultry,  on  farms  on  January.!,  1953  •    Release  at  Washington  at 
12:00  o'clock  noon  EST. 

New  Research  Magazine  Out;  Soon  '•  * 

•ARA  Information  Chief  Ernie  Moore  expects  that  the  first  issue  of 
his  new  research  magazine  will  be  off  the  press  within  a  few  days.    It  will 
be  a  progress  report  of  research  throughout  the  Department -  and  will  be 
written  in  popular  language.    It  will  be  issued  every  other  month  until 
July,  when  it  will  become  monthly.    You  are  on  the  mailing  list. 

:  Thomas  McGinty  is  .editor,  and  Joseph  Silbaugh  assistant  editor. 
Tom  recently  returned  from  military  service;  hefs>  a'  Missouri  graduate  and 
served-  on  the  staff'  of  Michigan  State ,    He  has  worked  as  a  writer  in'  two 
USDA  research  bureaus,    Joe  Joined  ARA  last  October  upon  leaving  military 
service.    He's  a  graduate  of  West  Virginia  University.    He  Served  as  experi- 
ment station  editor  there,  and  as  assistant  director  of  publications  for 
Southern  States  Cooperative,  Richmond,  Virginia.   

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  Feb.  lk 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. . .Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST, 
"USDA  Headlines'"  with  Ken  Gapen.    The  February  Xk  program  will  include  '  /  ' 
"Herbicides  for  Controlling  Weeds  .in  Cotton,"  a  -feature  from  the  Southern  . 
Weed  Control  Conference  in  New  Orleans, 

ABC  American  Farmer. , .Saturdays  12:3Q  to  1:00  p.m.  EST,'    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  Washington.    The  February  1^  feature  will' be  a  -pickup  . 
from  Tus'kegee  Institute,  "Progress  Among  Colored  Farmers,"'  •  Participants 
will  be  Joseph  Bradford,  assistant  extension  editor  at  Tuskegee;  John' 
Gammon,  Jr.,  a  Marion,  Ark.,  farmer;  and  Hilliard  P.  Jenkins,  Daphne, 
Ala.,  farmer.  .,  .  . 

CBS  Radio  Farm  News. . .Saturdays  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  with  Claude 
Mahoney.  .. 
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Twin-Calf  Feeding  Discuss  ion  Available  .   :.*  -  

; : If  any . of  you  RFD's  within  200  miles  of  ...Washington  have  a  spot 
for  a  5  to  lO.jninute  discussion  about  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry's  twin- 
calf  feeding  experiment,  we  can  make  an  appointment  for  you  with  C.  F. 
Winchester,  ,vbo  has  charge  of  the  project.    He  could  arrange  to  "be  on  hand 
for  a  live  discussion  if  plans  can  he  made  for  an  over-night  stop  at  your 

Or,  XT  you  prefer  to  have  him  make  a  recording,  that  would  "be  agree- 
able.   He'll  be  happy  to  make  a  recording  for  you,  regardless  of  your  loca- 
tion.   As  we  mentioned  last  week,  BAI  wants  to  buy  twin  calves  within  a 
radius  of  about 200  miles,    '  " 

Observe  Alfalfa  Seed  Labels  Carefully 

The  Division  of  Forage  Crops  and  Diseases  urges  farmers  --  when 
buying  Ranger,  Buffalo,  or  Atlantic  alfalfa  seed  --  to  observe  carefully 
the  labels  on  the  seed  to  make  sure  it  is  certified..    The  large  quantities 
of  non-certified  seed  now  being  sold  as  Banger,  Buffalo,  and  Atlantic  can 
result  in  plantings  not  pure  as  to  variety.    Although  productive,  crops 
from  such  seed  may  not  perform  with  the  superiority  expected  of  certified 
Ranger,  Buffalo,  and. Atlantic. 

Among  Ourselves, , , 

Robert  S.  (Doc)  Webster  of  WJTN,  Jamestown,  N,  Y.,  writes  that 
he's  back  on  the  job'  after  being  laid  up  in  a  hospital  bed  for  3  weeks  or 
so.    He  was  struck  by  an  automobile  while  on  his  way  to  work  at  h:30  o'clock 
New.  [Year's  morning.  •  We're  sorry  to  hear  about  Doc's  injuries  and  glad  he's 
back,  on  his  feet, 

Corlnne  Murphy,  who  spent  about  a  year  on  our  staff,  has  been 
appointed  Arts  and  Crafts  Adviser  on  the  national  staff  of  the  Girl  Scouts 
of  the  U,S,A.,  according  to  announcement  from  New  York,    Corinne  left  us 
early  last  summer  after  doing  a  fine  Job  in  television. 

:  •  M,  L,  (Duke)  DuMars,  who  has  been  Deputy  Director  of  the  Office 
of  Information,  has  transferred  to  Belteville  where  he  will  work  for  Dr, 
A,  H,  Moseman,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Soils  and  Agricultural 
Engineering,    Duke  was  in  the  Radio  Service  ye&rs  ago  and  many  of  you  know 
him. 

Jerry  Donovan,  who  has  been  RFD  at  WCYB,  Bristol,  Va,,  is  the 
new  Extension  radio  editor  at  Virginia  Polytechnic  institute.    He  fills 
the  Job.  vacated  last  summer  by  Theodore  M.  Hyman  who'  joined  Frank  Jeter's 
staff  at  North  Carolina  State  :as  radio  editor!  ' 

Ken  is  off  for  New  Orleans  to  attend  the  February  9-H  meeting 
of  . the  Association1 of  Southern  Agricultural  "Workers,    #bpes  to  see  some  of 
you  there. 

Cordially, 

ENCLOSURES;  / y ,  (T  ) 

Agricultural  Outlook  Digest  //        '  &'r?UJ 

International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 

Announcement  Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTm 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


February  13,  1953 
Letter  No.  548 

Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 

Secretary  Benson  today  named  a  seven -man  committee  to  study  the 
cotton  export  situation  and  make  recommendations  directed  at  enlarging  the 
foreign  market  for  this  crop. 

The  committee,  in  addition  to  its  chairman,  D.  W.  Brooks  of 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  includes:.    Lamar  Fleming,  Jr.,  Houston,  Tex.j  C.  R.  Sayre, 
Scott,  Miss.;  William  A.  McGregor,  New  York,  N.  Y.;  Everett  R.  Cook, 
Memphis,'  Tenn. ;..  Charles  H.  Cannon,  Kannapolis,  N.  C««  and  Walter  L. 
Randolph,  Montgomery,  Ala.  : 

It  is  one  of  two  temporary  committees  recommended  at  a  meeting 
yesterday  by  an  industry  group  called  in  to  discuss  cotton  production  and 
marketing  problems  with  the  Secretary  and  other  officials.    The  other 
committee  will  bet  concerned  with  the  cottonseed  price  support  program. 

Secretary  Benson's  remarks  to  the  industry-wide  group  yesterday 
were  of  more  than  regional  interest,  and  for  that  reason  we're  quoting 
part  of  them: 

"I  want  to  say  that  we  really  want  you  to  advise.    We  have  no  cut 
and  dried  program  to  pull  out  for  you  to  'rubber  stamp'  —  we  want  you  to 
tell  us  how  to  improve  the  cotton  program  -~  and  we  want  you  to  advise  us 
with  respect  to  production  for  the  coming  crop  year. 

"Nov;  there  are  a  couple  of  other  things  I  would  like  to  clear  up 
with  you  with  respect  to  some  of  the  things  you  have  been  hearing  about  us 
and  our  attitude  toward  farm  programs...  You  have  heard  the  charge  that 
somewhere,  sometime  I  made  a  statement  describing  the  commodity  exchanges 
as  'legalized  gambling.'    That  was  a  false  statement.    I.  never  made  it. 

"Nor  is  the  inference  that  has  been  drawn  from  this  untruth,  to 
wit — that  I  am  'against'  the  commodity  exchanges.    They  serve  a  useful  pur- 
pose in  free  marketing  —  and  our  desire  is  to  keep  the  marketing  system 
as  free  as  possible  from  Government  impact  as  is  consistently  possible 
while  giving  a  reasonable  security  to  producers  under  the  farm  programs. 


"Now  there  seems  to  be  some  concern  regarding  my  position  on 
support  programs  —  I  have  made  our  position  clear,  or  so  I  have  thought. 
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but  let  me  repeat  it  here:    We  will  support  farm  prices.    We  are  going  to 
support  the  basics  at  full  90  percent  as  prescribed  by  law  —  we  will 
support  non-basics  at  levels  that  have  been  announced  or  will  be  worked 
out  with  advisory  groups  such  as  this,  and  the  Congress.    That,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  a  positive  and  unmistakable  statement. 

"Now,  let  me  add  to  that  this  thought:    that  while  we  fulfill 
the  support  obligation  to  the  full,  we  reserve  the  right  to  examine  the 
mechanics  of  the  programs,  and  we  will  do  that  all  down  the  line  with  the 
cooperation  of  advisory  committees  such  as  this. 

"Next  week  we  are  having  a  dairy  advisory  committee  here  --  others 
in  the  commodity  groups  will  follow." 

Recommendations  made  to  the  Secretary  by  this  group  at  the  close 
of  the  meeting  yesterday  are  being  mailed  to  you  under  separate  cover. 

Flagging  to  Your  Attention... 

We  mailed  you  Tuesday  a  copy  of  Secretary  Benson* 8  address  before 
the  Central  ^Livestock  Association,  Inc.,  at  St.  Paul,  Yfednesday  night. 
Also  mailed  to  you  was  Wednesdays  announcement  that  Donald  A.  Williams, 
Assistant  Chief  of.  SCS,  had  been  named  Chief  of  the  Agricultural  Conservation 
Program  (USDA  327-53).    We're  mailing  you  today  a  good  story  on  a  new  machine 
for  automatic  grading  of  eggs  for  color. 

■Sunny  Side-  Up  1:.  i  ■-•«'"  . - 

Bill  .A-l  ford,  Massachusetts:  Extension  Editor/  tells  about  a  county 
agent  in  his  State  who  used  real  Yankee  ingenuity  in  building  himself  a 
recording  studio.    He  appropriated  an  unused  room  in  the  basement  and 
adapted  it  with  a  total  expenditure  of  4  hours  work  and  $2.50  worth  of 
egg  case  fillers! 

Engineers  at  WARE,  Ware,  Mass.',  say  the  tapes  produced  there  are 
"top-notch."    Bill  recommends"  fireproof ing  the  fillers.  ' 

Livestock  and  Poultry  Numbers  Show  Net  1%  Rise  - 

Livestock  and  poultry  on  farms  and  ranches  showed  a  net  increase 
of  1  percent  during  1952,  BAE  reported  today  in  its  annual  livestock  and 
poultry  inventory.    The  increase  resulted  from  a  substantial  rise  in  cattle 
numbers,  since  the  number  of  all  other  species  was  down. 

The  93.7  million  head  of  cattle  and  calves  on  January  1  repre- 
sented an  increase  of  about  6  million  head,  or  7  percent  during  1952. 
Hog  numbers,  at  54.6  million  head,  were  down  9  million  head  or8  14  percent 
from  a  year  earlier.    Sheep  numbers  declined  477,000  head,  halting  a  2-year 
rise  that  began  in  1950. 

Chickens  on  farms  on  January  1,  excluding  commercial  broilers, 
totaled  431.4  million  —  4  percent  less  than  a  year  ago.    Farm  holdings 
of  turkeys,  excluding  turkey  fryers,  on  January  1  numbered  5.3  million  — 
8  percent  below  a  year  ago. 
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50th  Anniversary  Tapes  to  be  Available  Here . 

.  .  Extension  RFD  •Dick  flickers  on  is  planning  to  record  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Terrell,  Tex.,  observance  of  the.  50th  anniversary  of  farm 
demonstration  work  Thursday,.  February  26.  Dick  will  send  copies  of  his 
tapes,  cut  down;in  length,  to  our  office  in  Washington,  and  we* 11  be  pre- 
pared to  service  any  non-Extension  RFD  who  wants  part  of  the  program.  Send 
your  request  to  us,  tell  us  as  nearly  as  possible  what  you  want,  and  send 
tapes  for  duplicating.  :     ...  .  ■  ..        .  . 

.       Extension  RFD' s. will  write  direct  to  Dick  at  College  Station,  Tex. 

Among  those  on  the  program  will  be  J.  Earl  Coke,  Assistant  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture;  C.  M.  Ferguson,  Director  of  .Extension  Work,  USDA;  and 
G.  G.  Gibson,  Texas  State  Director  of  Extension. 

Hay  Program  Continued  Under  New  Allocation 

Secretary  Benson  this  week  announced  continued,  operation  of  the 
emergency  program  for,  hay,  supply  to  designated  drought  areas,  under  an 
additional  allocation,  of  $1.5  million  made  to  him  by  Raymond  M.  Foley, 
acting  as  Federal  Disaster  Relief  Coordinator  in  the  drought  emergency. 
This  brings  the  total  for  the  emergency  hay  program  to  |9.5  million,  from 
funds  made  available  for  disaster  assistance.  • 

.  Orders  for  524,000  tons  of  hay  for  shipment  from  northern  supply 
States  to.  the.  designated  drought  States  had  been  placed  under  the  earlier 
allocations.    The  new  allocation  is  expected  to  complete  the  hay  supply 
operation  and  make  possible  the  minimum  supplies  needed  to  carry  basic 
breeding  stock  until  spring  pastures  are  available  in  drought  areas. 

Engineers  Testing  New  Method  of  Cooling  Grain 

USDA  engineers  are  testing  a  method  of  cooling  stored  grain 
utilizing  a  perforated  pipe  about  six  inches  in  diameter,  inserted  verti- 
cally in  the  bin.    Cool  air  is  pulled  through  the  grain  into  the  pipe  by  a 
small  electric  fan.    The  engineers  believe  this  may  be  a  simple,  way  to  pre- 
vent damage  to  grain  from  moisture  "migration"  and  insects,  both  of  which 
cqst  .farmers  heavily.  .  v-  , 

Movement  of  moisture  in  fall  and  winter  from  the.  warm  center  to 
the  cool  surface  of  stored  grain  is  a.j*esult  of  the  tendency. ..of  warm  air 
to  rise.     Caking  and  spoilage  occur  at  the  top  of  the  bin  where  the  mois- 
ture collects.     Both  shelled  corn  and  small  grains  are  affected.  The 
tendency  of  the  moist  grain  to  heat  also  favors  multiplication  of  damaging 
insects . 

7Jheat  Discussions  Continue 

There's  still  nothing  to  report  on  the  International  Wheat 
Council's  negotiations.    The  Council  is  still  in  session.    As .you  know, 
it's  discussing  renewal  of  the  International  Wheat  Agreement,  which  ends 
July  31. 
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Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  Feb.  21 


'  NBC  National  Farm  • and  Home  -Hour .. .Saturday  1:00  to r 1:30  p.m.  EST, 
"TJSDA  Heaolines"  with  Ken  Gapen.    The  Feb.  .21  feature  will  be  National  FFA 
Week  highlights  as  reported  by  Dr.  ?[.  T.  Spanton^  U.  S.  Office  oi"  Education; 
Gus  R.  Douglas,  Jr.,  Grimm's  Landing,  W.  Va. ,  former  National  President  of 
FFA j  and  James  Dillon,  Jones,  La. /  present  National  President  .  . 

ABC  American  Farmer ,. .Saturdays  12:30  to  1:00  p,m.  EST*  "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  Washington.    The  Feb.  21  feature  will  be  an  "American 
Poultry  Institute  Fact-finding  Session"  with  C* * W.  (Jack)  Jackson,  KCMO, 
Kansas  City. 

•     CBS  Radio  Farm  News.  ♦  .Saturdays  3:30  to  3:: 45  p.m.  with  Claude 
Mahoney.  f-  .  .   , .• 

Among  Ourselves .  ♦ . 

Bob  Crom  will  be  out  week  after  next  checking  television  needs  in 
the  field.    He'll  visit  farm  TV  operations  at  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  City,  Dallas, 
and  'Fort- Worth.    While  in  Texas  he'  ll  also  -help  with  coverage  of  the  50th 
anniversary  observance  of  farm  demonstration  work,  at  Terrell. 

Norman  Kraeft  of  WGN  has  been  appointed  to  serve  as  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  "Livestock  Conservation,  Inc."  (formerly  the 
National  Livestock  Loss  Prevention  Board),  and  also  as  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Illinois  State  Rural  Safely  Council. 

Several  RFD's  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Association  of  Southern  Agricultural  Workers  at  New  Orleans  this 
week.    John  MacDonald,  WSM,  made  one  of  the  best,  most  down-to-earth, 
practical  talks  on  station  farm  television  we've  ever  heard.    George  Shannon, 
WWL,  was  busy  as  a  bird  dog  making  recordings.    Extension  RFD  Gordon  Loudon 
and  Extension  Visuals  Specialist  Arthur  (Pat)  Patterson  furnished  fin© 
facilities  for  reoor ding  and  projection.    Also  saw  Milt  Bliss  and  Jerry 
Seaman  who  were  attending  some  -of •  the  meetings  and  also  making  a  Farm  and 
Home  Hour  feature.  "  :  *■ 

Incidentally,  Dean  Frank  J.  Welch  of  Kentucky  and  Dean  C.  C. 
Murray  of  Georgia  were  elected  president  and  vice  president  of  the  Associa- 
tion respectively,  and  B.  B.  Jones,  parish  Extension  agent  at  New  Orleans, 
was  re-elected  secretary- treasurer.  . 
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RFO  LETTm 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


February  20,  1953 
Letter  No.  5^9 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


It's  teen  a  busy  week  around  here  --  with  new  actions  and  an- 
nouncements coming  -thick  and  fast.    We've  had  to  hustle  to  stay  on  top 
of  the  news.  *  y 

Secretary  Benson  is  speaking  tomorrow  before  the  16th  Annual 
National  Farm  Institute  at  Des  Moines.    We're  mailing' to  you,  under  sep- 
arate cover,  the  advance  text  of  his  talk. 

The  Great  Plains  Dust  Threat 

+v,    n      .  ™  ?Sked  the  SCS  f0lks  a*out  the  dust  storms  -that  appeared  in 
the  Great  Plains  this  week.    They  say  the  soil  blowing  is  confined  to 
local  areas,  so  far.    But  if  the  winds  continue,  and  it  stays  dry,  the 
situation  could  get  worse  in  a  hurry. 

?aree  areaS  in  the  Soutl^est  don't  have  the  protection  from 
stubble^and  other  cover  this  year  that  they  usually  have.    And  because 
parts  of  that  country  have  been  through  2  to  k  dry  years  in  a  row,  the 
wirtd^ erosion  threat  in  the  Great  Plains  is  greater  than  at  any  time  since 

*  i    x         points  out  that  farmers  today  are  much  better  prepared  to 
meet  dust  blowing  emergencies  than  they  were  in  the  1930' s.    They  are 

art  b^tt^T3*  fat  t0  d0  atout  &    They  have  better  equipment... 

™\r  organized... and  are  better  able  to  finance  the  control  measures 
that  may  be  necessary.    Meanwhile,  SCS  Is  watching  that  situation  closely. 

New  Assistant  Administrator  of  PMA 

Appointment  of  Preston  Richards  as  Assistant  Administrator  for 
Commodity  Operations  in  PMA,  effective  immediately,  was  announced  today 
I  2  BenSOn'    ■Mr*  Richards  has  ^en  serving  as  director  of  the 

PMA  Dairy  Branch.    E.  M,  Norton,  Deputy  Director,  will  succeed  him  there. 

.   Mr.  Richards,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Missouri,  has 
been  in  the  Department  since  1930. 
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Advisory  Group  Makes  Dairy  Recommendations 

The  new  dairy  Industry  advisory  committee  conferred  with  Depart- 
ment officials  Tuesday  on  dairy  pricing  and  marketing  problems.    Eere*s  part 
of  the  committee's  statement  of  recommendations,  issued  following  the  meeting 

"There  was  a  rather  complete  discussion  of  the  dairy  situation 
with  particular  reference  to  recent  large  price  support  purchases  "by  the 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation  of  "butter,  cheese  and  nonfat  dry  milk  solids. 
The  committee  made  several  recommendations  concerning  the  price  support  pro- 
gram for  milk  and  "butterfat  for  the  year  "beginning  April  1,  1953*    A  sub- 
stantial majority  of  the  committee  favored  price  support  for  milk  and  "but- 
terfat for  the  1953-5^  marketing  year  at  90  percent  of  parity,  and  the  com* 
mittee  was  unanimous  in  the  feeling  that  efforts  of  the  industry  should  "be 
directed  over  the  long  pull  to  a  return  to  a  free  economy  and  the  elimina- 
tion of  artificial  supports.    The  committee  felt,  however,  that  this  would 
have  to  "be  accomplished  through  a  step  "by  step  approach... 

"The  committee  strongly  urged  the  continuation  of  import  controls 
on  dairy  products  as  long  as  large  purchases  of  such  products  are  being 
made  for  price  support.    The  committee  was  unanimous  in  urging  that  OPS 
price  controls  on  all  dairy  products  "be  terminated  immediately," 

Cotton  Farmers  Urged  to  Avoid  Over -Product ion 

Secretary  Benson  issued  a  statement  yesterday  reminding  cotton 
farmers  that  too  "big  a  crop  this  year  would  result  in  production  and  mar- 
keting controls  for  195*1- » 

"The  good  cotton  crops  of  the  past  two  years  have  supplied  the 
needs  for  domestic  consumption  and  exports,"  said  the  Secretary,  "and  they 
have  also  rebuilt • reserve  supplies.    Export  demand  has  also  been  falling 
off  from  the  levels  of  recent  years.    It  will  therefore  not  be  necessary, 
or  desirable,  for  farmers  to  produce  as  big  a  crop  this  year.    A  produc- 
tion of  12  to  12,5  million  bales  now  appears  to  be  desirable  in  1953. 

"Plantings  reduced  nationally  by  about  18  percent  from  1952 
would,  with  average  yields,  produce  a  crop  of  12  to  12,5  million  bales. 
Based  on  present  estimates  farmers  should,  on  the  average,  plant  less  than 
five  acres  this  year  for  each  six  planted  last  year, 'if  they  are  to  avoid 
a  proclamation  of  marketing  quotas  for  the  195^  crop;  under  the  provisions 
of  the  controlling  legislation.    Good  land  use  on  some  individual  farms 
may  require  even  greater  reductions  than  the  average.    Supplies  above  the 
'quota1  level  would  of  course  have  an  adverse  effect  on  prices," 

Cottonseed  Advisory  Group  to  Meet  Monday 

A  special  nine -man  cottonseed  advisory  committee,  representing 
producers,  ginners  and  crushers,  has  been  appointed  by  Secretary  Benson 
and  invited  to  begin  meetings  in  Washington  next  Monday  (February  23), 

The  cottonseed  committee,  appointed  in  accordance  with  a  recom- 
mendation by  the  industry-wide  cotton  conference  held  in  Washington  Feb,  12, 
will  study  operations  of  the  cottonseed  price  support  program  and  make  re- 
commendations regarding  possible  revisions  of  this  program. 
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Grant  Announced  for  Communications  Center 


The  W.  K,  Kellogg  Foundation  lias  approved  a  ^-jee.r  grant  of 
$3k3,h2k  to  up  and  operate  a  national  agricultural  communications  center 
to  help  improve  and  extend  the  services  and  facilities  of  the  land  grant 
colleges  and  USDA  Michigan  State  College  vill  "be  the  site  of  the  center. 

The  10-mrm  Board  of  Control  met  in  Chicago  February  7  and  8,  "but 
announcement  of  the  grant  was  withheld  pending  the-  completion  of  fiscal 
arrangements.    It  i;   hoped  that  by  the  end  of  5  years  the  center  will  have 
established  itself  on  a  self -financing  "basis  through  service  charges  and 
in  other  ways, 

Frank  Byrnes,  Extension  Editor  at  Ohio  State  University,  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  Board,  and  Mark  Buchanan,  Experiment  Station  Di- 
rector at  Washington  State,  vice  chairman,    Sam  Schneider  represents  NARFD 
on  the  Board, 

The  other  members  are  Dean  C,  M,  Hardin  of  Michigan  State  College; 
President  J,  A.  McCain,  Kansas  State  College;  Extension  Editor  Paul  Miller 
of  Minnesota;  Jim  Roe,  Successful  Farming,  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  and  three  re- 
presentatives of  the  American  Association  of  Agricultural  College  Editors 
("besides  Byrnes)       Allan  Smith  of  Kentucky,  George  Church  of  Oklahoma  and 
Les  Schlup  of  the  Federal  Extension  Service, 

Wheat  Council  Making  Progress 

The  International  Wheat  Council,  meeting  in  Washington,  still 
hasn't  reached  a  decision  on  a  new  International  Wheat  Agreement,  The 
press  Secretary  for  the  Council  says  there  has  "been  a  definite  narrowing 
of  the  gap  on  the  question  of  the  price  that  would  he  provided  in  a  new 
Agreement,    Both  sides  have  made  concessions,  hut  they  haven't  reached  a 
definite  decision. 

If  a  new  Agreement  is  announced,  it  is  expected  to  he  for  less 
than  four  years;  three  years  is  a  likely  figure.  The  present  Agreement, 
which  ends  July  31,  was  for  four  years, 

1953  Vegetable  Goals  Announced 

The  Department  yesterday  announced  its  1953  production  goals  for 
summer  and  fall  vegetables  for  fresh  use,  summer  melons,  and  vegetables 
for  commercial  processing. 

The  goals  call  for  an  increase  of  1  percent  in  the  acreage  of 
summer  vegetables  for  fresh  market,  a  decrease  of  2  percent  for  fall  vege- 
tables, and  a  decrease  of  1  percent  for  vegetables  for  commercial  process- 
ing.   The  acreage  goal  for  summer  melons  is  slightly  higher  than  the  1952 
acreage , 

Things  to  Watch  for  Next  Week. . . 

Thursday,  Feb.  26:  USDA  report  on  Wool  Production  and  Income,  1952» 
Friday,  Feb,  27;  monthly  Price  Report;  also  report  on  monthly  Egg  Production, 
1951  and  1952, 
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Grain  Sanitation  Group  Formed 

Most  of  you  are  familiar  with  the  "clean  grain"  campaign  carried 
on  by  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  with  the  cooperation  of  USM  and 
the  Fish  and  Wildlife 'Service. 

Now,  a  number  of  grain  handlers,  processors,  and  associations 
have  formed  a  voluntary  organization  to  "be  known  as  the  National  Grain 
Sanitation  Conference,    The  objective  is  to  continue  enlisting  .the  help 
of  State  and  county  Extension  services  in  emphasizing  to  grain  producers 
the  need  for  "better  sanitation  in  storing  and  handling  grain,  particular- 
ly on  the  farm. 

The  members  of  the  newly  formed  group  are:    American  Corn  Millers 
Federation,  Corn  Industries  Research  Foundation,  Grain  and  Feed  Dealers 
National  Association,  Millers  National  Federation,  National  Association  of 
Popcorn  Manufacturers,  Rational  Association  of  Popcorn  Processors,  National 
Confectioners  Association,  National  Federation  of  Grain  Cooperatives,  Ter- 
minal Elevator  Grain  Merchants  Association,  National  Soybean  Processors 
Association,  Southwest  Grain: Sanitation  Committee,  and  the  National  Grain 
Trade  Council,    John  P.  Murray,  chairman  of  the  National  Grain  Trade  Coun- 
cil, is  head  of  the  new  Grain  Sanitation  Conference. 

This  is  another  step  in  the  effort  to  promote  sanitary  handling 
of  grain- -to  give  it  the  protection  that  a  food  product  should  have. 

Where  Your  Cigarette  Money  Goes... 

.  The  farm  value  of  the  leaf  tobacco  in  a  package  of  standard-size 
popular  brand  cigarettes  was  about  1 6  percent  of  the  retail  price  of  the 
cigarettes  in  1951-52.    The  manufacturers'  and  distributors1  margin  was 
37  percent;  and  Federal  and  State  excise  taxes  were  ij-7  percent. 

The  farm  value  of  the  tobacco  rose  about  23  percent  from  19^5-^6 
to  1951-52,  while  the  combined  manuf acturers 1  and  distributors'  margin  in- 
creased k6  percent;  and  Federal  and  State  excise  taxes  20  percent.  These 
are  BAE  figures  from  the  I^rketing  and  Transportation  Situation, 

To  Control  Alfalfa  Caterpillar  in  Southwest 

USDA  entomologists  recommend  the  insecticide,  methoxychlor,  to 
southwestern  alfalfa  hay  growers  who  may  soon  be  faced  with  the  problem 
of  controlling  the  alfalfa  caterpillar.    This  insect  sometimes  begins  feed- 
ing in  southern  Arizona  alfalfa  fields  as  early  as  March,    It  is  also  a 
serious  springtime  alfalfa  pest  in  the  warm  interior  valleys  of  California. 

Eesearch  carried  out  by  USDA's  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant 
Quarantine  and  the  California  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  shows  that 
the  use  of  methoxychlor,  in  combination  with  early  harvest  and  close, 
clean  mowing,  can  reduce  the  damage  done  by  this  insect. 
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Two  Research  Appointments 

Two  research  appointments  were  announced  this  week: 

Dr.  Martin  G.  Weiss  was  named  research  director  of  field  crops 
in  BPISAE  —  a  Job  which  has  "been  vacant  since  Dr.  W.  M.  Myers  resigned 
last  June  to  take  charge  of  the  work  in  agronomy  and  plant  genetics  at  the 
University  of  Minnesota,    Dr.  Weiss  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  and  he  taught  at 
Iowa  State. 

K.  P.  Ewing,-  USDA  entomologist,  has  "been  named  to  head  the  Divi- 
sion of  Insects  Affecting  Cotton  and  Other  Fiber  Plants.    He  succeeds  R. 
W.  Haraed  who  is  continuing  with  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quar- 
antine as  staff  assistant  to  the  chief  and  as  a  consultant.    Mr.  Ewing  is 
a  graduate  of  Mississippi  State  College  and  formerly  was. in  charge  of  the 
cotton  insect  research  lab  at  Waco,  Texas. 

Peanut  Research  Advisory  Committee  Recommendations 

Investigations  of  fats  and  oils  requirements  of  humans,  together 
with  fundamental  research  on  the  protein  properties  of  soybeans  and  peanuts, 
were  recommended  "by  the  Oilseeds  and  Peanut  Research  Advisory  Committee 
which  met  here  last  week.    This  Committee  is  one  of  a  number  of  research 
advisory  groups  set  up  under  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act. 

Among  other  top  recommendations  were:    (1)  Expand  research  on  the 
flavor  stability,  and  on  the  fundamental  investigations  of  soybean  fatty 
acids;  (2)  initiate  research  on  the  composition  of  the  seed  and  oil  of  un- 
usual plants  considered  of  potential  value  as  new  crops  for  the  South;  (3) 
expand  research  on  the  nutrients  in  foods,  including  soybeans  and  peanuts; 
(k)  expand  production  research  on  peanuts. 

(5)  Expand  on  work  on  methods*  of  determining  moisture  content 
in  soybeans  and  undertake  studies  to  determine  where  marketing  economies 
may  be  effected  by  reducing  risks  in  marketing  and  processing  soybeans; 
(6)  expand  work  on  the  effects  of  insecticide  residue  on  the  market  quality 
of  peanuts;  and  (7)  initiate  an  economic  study  of  flaxseed  marketing  and 
processing. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  Feb.  28 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. . .Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen.    The  February  28  program  will  feature 
highlights  from  the  50th  Anniversary  of  Farm  Demonstration  Work  to  be  ob- 
served at  Terrell,  Texas.    Participants  will  be  Doc  Ruhmann,  WBAP,  Fort 
Worth;  G.  G.  Gibson,  Director  of  the  Texas  Extension  Service;  William 
Porter,  Terrell  farmer;  and  CM.  Ferguson,  Director  of  the  Federal  Exten- 
sion Service. 

ABC  American  Farmer, . .Saturdays  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  Washington.  The  February  28  feature  will  be  "A  Salute 
to  Seaman  A.  Knapp,"  with  Gordon  Loudon,  Louis  Kaiser,  and  Dale  Williams, 

CBS  Radio  Farm  News. .  .Saturdays  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.,  Claude  Mahoney. 
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"Strawstack"  Philosophy  from  Director  Ferguson 

Director  C,  M.  Ferguson  of  the  Federal  Extension  Service  said 
some  things  about  "grassroots"  thinking  yesterday  that  ve  think  are  well 
worth  passing  on.    He  was  talking  to  the  USDA  chapter  of  Alpha  Zeta,  the 
honorary-professional  agricultural  fraternity, 

"In  the  United  States,"  Mr.  Ferguson  said,  "some  of  the  "best  "basic 
thinking  always  has  "been  done  and  is  now  being  done  in  rural  communities, 11 
He  praised  what  he  called  "strawstack  conferences,"    In  other  words,  he  "be- 
lieves that  when  folks  talk  things  over  on  the  shady  side  of  a  straw  stack  — 
or  on  the  warm  side  in  winter      they  are  likely  to  come  up  with  some  pretty 
sound  thinking  about  some  pretty  basic  problems, 

Director  Ferguson  said  he  had  always  found  it  extremely  valuable 
to  get  the  advice  of  others  in  meeting  farm  and  extension  problems.    At  Ohio, 
he  created  an  advisory  group  made  up  of  one. person  from  each  of  the  State's 
88  counties.    These  people  came  to  the  campus  for  a  couple  days  each  year 
at  their  own  expense  to  advise  on  extension  problems, 

Mr,  Ferguson  also  spoke  of  the  faith  of  farm  people       which  is 
one  of  his  favorite  themes,    A  few  weeks  ago,  speaking  to  the  study  body 
of  the  College  of  Agriculture  at  Ohio  State,  he  said  that: 

"Farm  people  have  many  deeply  rooted  faiths.    If  they  did  not 
have,  they  would  never  farm,,, 

"Out  of  these  basic  faiths  and  confidences  has  emerged  the  world's 
greatest  combination  of  agriculture  and  industry.    We  have  seen  how  modern 
technology,  geared  to  the  science  of  agriculture,  has  multiplied  manyfold 
the  productive  capacity  of  the  man  on  the  land  and  thereby  helped  to  create 
the  world's  most  efficient  nation,,, 

"I  have  great  faith  in  the  abilities  of  free  peoples,  when  given 
the  advantages  of  education,  to  solve  their  own  problems.    The  frontiers  of 
yesterday  give  way  to  new  frontiers.    The  frontiers  of  tomorrow  are  in  the 
field  of  science  and  its  application  to  our  soils,  our  livestock,  our  homes, 
our  industries,  and  to  the  life  lines  of  commerce  and  transportation," 

Changes  in  VE  Program  Studied 

USDA  officials  met  in  Chicago  this  week  with  representatives  of 
farm  organizations,  livestock  industry  groups,  and  State  livestock  sanitary 
boards  and  commissions,  to  discuss  possible  changes  in  plans  to  eradicate 
vesicular  exanthema.    There  was  general  agreement- that  present  cooperative 
efforts  by  tho  States  and  the  Department  be  continued,  and  that  serious 
study  be  given  to  improve  the  program. 

Since  June  16,  the  disease  has  appeared  in  3^  States  other  than 
California  where  it  first  appeared  several  years  ago.    The  disease  has  been 
eradicated  from  19  of  these  States,  but  there  has  been  a  pattern  of  rein- 
fection, particularly  In  garbage  feeding  areas.    The  garbage  problem  was 
the  center  of  the  Chicago  discussions. 
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Vegetable  Research  Committee *b  Recommendations 

The  Vegetable  Research  Advisory  Committee,  meeting  here  this  week, 
urged  that  the  cost  of  research  "be  viewed  as  a  long  term  investment.  In 
the  field  of  marketing  research  the  committee  gave  priority  ranking  to  re- 
commendations for  new  or  expanded  research  in  26  fields  of  work,  topping 
the  list  with: 

(1)  Begin  a  study  to  determine  the  comparative  effect  of  vacuum 
cooling  and  new  types  and  sizes  of  containers  for  head  lettuce  on  costs 
of  transportation,  type  of  refrigeration  service  required,  loading  pat- 
tern, container  damage,  condition  of  product  oh  arrival  at  terminal  mar- 
ket, and  trade  acceptance  of  the  lettuce  in  the  different  experimental 
lots;  and  (2)  expand  work  on  prepackaging  vegetables  to  include  carrots, 
lettuce  and  other  vegetables,  with  economic  and  biological  studies  being 
made  in  production  and  distribution  centers. 

Of  the  15  priority-rated  recommendations  for  new  or  expanded 
research  in  the  production  field,  the  committee  gave  top  ranking  to  (1) 
expanding  work  on  the  effect  of  pesticides  and  herbicides  and  their  re- 
sidues on  soils,  animals,  crop  yields,  and  quality;  and  (2)  initiating  a 
comprehensive  program  on  antibiotics  for  plant  disease  control. 

Milk  Pricing  Plan  Found  Effective  in  11  Markets 

The  plan  of  milk  pricing  under  which  a  premium  is  paid  producers 
for  milk  produced  in  fall  months  has  been  found  successful  in  11  markets 
studied  by  the  Farm  Credit  Administration,    The  study  is  reported  in  Cir- 
cular "Fall  Premium  Milk  Pricing  Plans,"    The  markets  studies  were 
Connecticut,  Columbus,  Denver,  Duluth,  Kansas  City,  Louisville,  Omaha, 
Sioux  City,  Topeka,  Washington,  D,  C.,  and  New  Bedford,  Mass, 

Control  of  Elm  Leaf  Beetle 

The  elm  leaf  beetle  can  be  controlled  with  a  timely  application 
of  DDT,  according  to  a  new  USDA  publication.    The  elm  leaf  beetle  may  be 
found  wherever  elms  grow  in  the  United  States,  but  it  is  principally  a 
pest  of  elm  shade  trees  in  Eastern  States  and  California. 

Both  the  adult  beetle  and  the  worm-like  larva  forms  of  the  in- 
sect feed  on  the  foliage  of  these  trees,    USDA  entomologists  recommend 
community  action  when  a  serious  outbreak  threatens.    DDT,  applied  to  the 
underside  of  elm  leaves  with  a  hydraulic  sprayer  or  mist  blower  will  pro- 
vide satisfactory  control, 

CCC  Authorized  to  Buy  Some  Corn 

The  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  has  been  authorized  to  purchase 
moderate  quantities  of  new  corn  so  that  the  necessary  marketing  of  CCC- 
owned  off -grade  corn  in  the  immediate  period  ahead  will  have  only  a  minimum 
possible  effect  on  the  grain  markets, 

CCC  will  find  it  necessary  in  the  next  few  weeks  to  increase 
somewhat  its  marketings  of  off -grade  corn  so  that  it  can  be  consumed  before 
the  warm  season  arrives. 
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Among  Ourselves,., 

Layne  Beaty,  ex-NARFD  prexy,  after  about  2  years  in  Greece  for  s 
the  Mutual  Security  Agency,  is  returning  to  the  U,  S.  soon  for  home  leave. 
He 'will  arrive  in  New  York  March  10,  spend  a  few  days  in  New  York  and 
Washington,  then  go  to  Texas  and  Oklahoma  for  a  few  weeks. 

Lisle  Longsdorf  of  Kansas  State  College  will  "be  a  member  of  a 
team  of  Extension  specialists  "being  sent  to  Iran  in  response  to  a  joint 
request  from  State  Department's  Technical  Cooperation  Administration  and 
the  Government  of  Iran.    Lisle  is  expected  to  leave  for  Iran  within  the 
next  week  or  two.    The  team  will  conduct  a  6  months'  elementary  training 
program  for  200  active  and  prospective  Extension  workers  in  Iran.  Lisle 
will  he  there  about  3  months, 


Cordially, 


Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


ENCLOSURE : 

Garden  and  Home  Food  Preservation  Facts  No.  2k 

Point  k  in  Agriculture,  Feb.  19,  1953 


RFO  L£TT£, 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 


February  27,  1953 
Letter  No,  550  ' 


Dear  Bad! o  Farm  Director: 


v  ^Secretary  Benson  announced  today  that  dairy  product  prices  will 

be  supported  at  90  percent  of  parity  for  another  year  beginning  April  1, 
He  aade  the  announcement  at  an  afternoon  news  conference.    That  decision 
follows  the  recommendation  of  the  Dairy  Advisory  Group,  Congressional 
leaders,  farm  leaders,  and  others, 

v  "«  prlmary  reason  for  continuing  the  maximum  support  allowed 

2  «     law>    aco°rding  t0  Secretary  Benson,  "was  assurance  from  the  dairy 
advisors  that  the  industry  would  immediately  start  work  on  programs  to 
reduce  to  a  minimum  governmental  support  purchases.    The  year  will  give 
the  industry  time  to  demonstrate  to  what  degree  it  can  solve  its  own 
problems, 

i.4  u  4      PuTohaBes  of  ^tter  will  be  made  on  a  "basing  point"  method, 
etatementatcd^^e  ****        Preeent  P011^'    we're  mailing  you  the  complete 

Farm  Prices  Drop  1^  Percent 

'  Farm  prices  dropped  lj  percent  in  the  month  ending  February  15. 

T^?.?^°!LfC?  ^ttle'  9568 '  potatoes,  wheat,  and  corn  were  only 

partially  offset  by  higher  prices  for  hogs,  cotton  and  some  other  commo- 
dities, 

mrt  , .         Prices  naid  by  farmers  declined  nearly  1  percent  during  the 
month       primarily  from  lower  prices  for  food,  feeder  cattle,  and  live- 
stock feed.    But  as  a  result  of  the  greater  drop  in  prices  received,  the 
^Jl^1?  declined  1  point  to  9^/ the  lowest  since  June  l&l.  This 
is  from  BAE's  monthly  prices  report,  released  today. 

Livestock  and  Grain  Conferences  Next  Week 

Wm  4    ,r  S9Cre?ary  Benson  tod&y  o*11**  thre©  industry  conferences  to  be 
Ttltv  ? J* 8hi?eton  ??xt  TOek*  t0  advise  with  Department  officials  on  live- 
enn?«~™  ^    PJotleofi.    A  wheat  conference  will  be  held  Monday,  a  corn 
conference  Wednesday,  and  a  livestock  conference  Thursday,    Lists  of  the 
industry  people  invited  are  being  sent  to  you. 
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Assistant  Secretary  Speaks  of  Extension's  Bole 

Assistant  Secretary  J.  Earl  Coke  said  at  Terrell,  Texas,  yester- 
day that  the  farmer  "is  vulnerable  to  failure  if  he  neglects  to  make  steady 
progress  in  farming  and  methods  and  the  use  of  research, "    Mr.  Coke  spoke 
on  the  program  of  the  50th  anniversary  of  farm  demonstration  work.    He  re- 
called Secretary  Benson's  statement  that,  "The  most  important  method  of  pro- 
moting the  long-time  welfare  of  farm  people  and  the  Nation  is  the  support 
of  adequate  programs  of  research  and  education  in  the  production,  process- 
ing, marketing,  and  utilization  of  farm  products  and  in  problems  of  rural 
living." 

Then  the  Assistant  Secretary  added  that,  "One  reason  why  we  must 
step  up  the  effectiveness  of  education  and  research  is  that  the  financial 
'break  even*  point  in  farming  is  higher  today  than  ever  before.    This  is 
due  largely  to  the  complexity  of  modern  farming  operations. .  .Think  what  it 
takes  to  run  a  typical  farm  these  days 3e. Think  of  the  bills  that  come  due 
every  year  or  every  month  just  to  keep  your  farm  equipment  and  supplies 
available  and  operating. • . " 

Mr.  Coke  pointed  out  that  there  has  been  a  marked  change  in  the 
attitude  of  farm  people  toward  research  and  toward  extension...     "Today  the 
farm  family  is  pushing  for  research  —  is  seeking  information  --  is  asking 
for  guidance.    That  is  a  challenge  extension  must  meet       not  only  meet  but 
anticipate.    We  want  to  lead,  not  wait  to  be  pushed.-" 

Progress  Reflects  the  Faith  of  Farm  Folks 

Two  pungent  paragraphs  from  Extension  Director  C0  M«  Fergusones 
talk  at  the  20th  anniversary  observance  at  Terrell,  Texas,  yesterday: 

"American  farm  families  have  brought  into  being  the  world's  most 
efficient  agriculture.    But  back  of  all  of  this  has  been  their  creation  of 
a  system  of  education  peculiar  to  America,    It  is  based  first  on  a  sound 
system  of  schooling,  or  formal  education.    The  creation  of  the  Land  Grant 
Colleges  dignified  agriculture  and  engineering  as  sciences  which  are  basic 
to  our  economic  lifec    The  cooperation  of  county,  State  and  Federal  Govern- 
ments brought  the  campus  of  the  Land  Grant  College  and  an  educational  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  to  every  county  seat  town. 

"Historically,  what  did  all  this  mean?    It  was  a  reflection  of 
many  abiding  faiths  and  deep  convictions  of  farm  folks  --  Faith  in  a  power 
that  is  greater  than  that  which  you  or  I  have  as  individuals-,    Faith  in  our 
own  ability  to  direct  the  power  of  nature  to  the  needs  of  mankind.  Faith 
in  neighbors  who  stand  ready  to  help  when  help  is  needed.    Faith  in  our 
institutions,  our  churches,  and  our  farm  organizations.    Faith  in  education 
and  faith  in  a  Government  whose  responsibility  it  is  to  serve  people  and  not 
become  their  master, " 
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Corn  Borer  Continues  Advance 

"  The. European  corn  "borer  continues  to  infiltrate  the  com  states. 
The  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine  reports  h8  corn  borer  infested 
counties  that  "before  1952  had  not  been  reported  as  infested.    The  borer  is 
now  known  to  be  in  1,503  counties  in  37  states  --  from  Ifeine  to  Montana  and 
as  far  south  as  northern  Alabama. 

'   :         The  report  shows-  that  Kansas  has  5  newly  infested  counties, 
Kentucky  9> "Montana  2,  Nebraska  8,  North: Carolina  13,  North  Dakota  2,  South 
Dakota  Zt  Tennessee  k,  and  West  Virginia  3 •    The  average  level  of  infesta- 
tion-is about  the  same  as  in  the  fall  of  1951,  when  the  last  survey  was  made. 

The  European  corn  borer  is  believed  to  have  sneaked  into  the  United 
States  in  the  early  1900* s  with  broomcorn  shipped  from  Italy  or  Hungary  for 
use  in  broom  factories  at  Bedford,  Mass,    Tt  was  first  discovered  in  a  field 
of  sweet  corn  near  Boston  in  1917,  and-  it  has  steadily  spread  throughout 
much  of  the  country. 


The  borer  can  live  on  more  than  200  different  kinds  of  wild  and 
cultivated  plants,  but  corn  is  its  favorite.  It  injures  field  corn  (both 
dent  arid  flint),  sweet  corn,  popcorn,  and  corn  planted  for  fodder  or  silage, 

F,  Rc  Wilcox  is  New  OFAR  Head 

Secretary  Benson  announced  Wednesday  the  designation  of  F.  B. 
Wilcox  of  San  Marino,  Calif,,  as  acting  director  of  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations,    Mr.  Wilcox  has  accepted  the  assignment  on  a  tempo- 
rary basis,    He  succeeds  John  J„  Haggerty,  who  is  returning  to  agricultural 
work  in  the  Foreign  Service c 

Mr,  Wilcox  is  assistant  general  manager  and  treasurer  of  Sunkist 
Growers,  the  citrus  cooperative  marketing  organization  formerly  known  as 
the  California  Fruit  Growers  Exchange.    He  has  been  active  in  private,  co- 
operative, State,  and  Federal  agricultural  work  for -many  years.    He's  a 
member  of  the  Departments  National  Citrus  Advisory  Committee  and  a  director 
of  : the  Central  Bank  for  Cooperatives.  •  - 

Mr,  Wilcox  graduated  from  Utah  State  Agricultural  College  and 
attended  the  University  of  California,  where  lie  later  did  research  and  agri- 
cultural' work.    He  has  served  as  general  manager  of  'the  National  Pecan  Mar- 
keting Association  at  Jackson,  Miss,,  and  as  general  manager  of  the  United 
Prune"  Growers  at  San  Francisco.. 

Negro  Club  Camp  Set  for  June  8-15  at  Kentucky  State 

The  sixth  annual  Regional  ji--H  Club  Camp  for  rural  Negro  boys  and 
"girls  Will  be  held  June  8-15  at* Kentucky  State  College,  Frankfort.  Attend- 
ing the  8-day  event  will  be  four  boys,  four  girls,  and  two  adult  leaders 
from  each  of  the  17  Southern  States  —  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Delaware,  Florida, 
Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  North  Carolina, 
Oklahoma,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia,  ^ 
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TV  Workshops  for  County  Agents 

Word  cones  from  Cornell's  Bill  Ward  of  a  series  of  one-day  tele- 
vision  workshops  "being  planned  for  county  extension  agents  in  New  York  State, 
They  will  "be  held  April  7  at  Buffalo,  April  8  at  Syracuse,  and  April  9  at 
Schenectady. 

Each  workshop  will  include  up-to-date  techniques  on  planning  and 
presenting  TV  programs,  plus  how-to«do-it  demonstrations  in  the  studio,  A 
special  handbook  is  "being  prepared  and  will  "be  given  to  extension  agents 
taking  part.    Louis  Kaiser  will  act  as  chairman  for  each  workshop,  Joe 
Tonkin  will  also  help,  and  television  station  personnel  will  participate. 

This  is  a  good  example  of  wiat  Land  Grant  Colleges  can  do  to  help 
their  extension  folks  meet  the  demands  of  Television.    If  you  know  of  other 
states  that  are  planning  similar  workshops,  we'd  appreciate  knowing  about 
it, 

Turkey  Industry  Conference  Next  Week 

Secretary  Benson  yesterday  called  a  turkey  industry  conference  to 
"be  held  in  Washington  ^rch  5-6  to  advise  with  USDA  officials  on  problems 
facing  that  industry. 

In  his  invitation  to  23  representatives  of  turkey  producers,  pro- 
cessors, and  feed  manufacturers,  Secretary  Benson  said  .he  was  calling  the 
conference  "to  ask  the  industry  representatives  to  advise  and  discuss  with 
USDA  officials  ways  and  means  of  holding  the  1953  production  of  turkeys  in 
balance  with  anticipated  demand  at  price  levels  which  are  fair  to  producers 
and  consumers,    We  are  anxious  to  have  representatives  of  this  industry 
advise  us  in  working  out  solutions  to  the  problems  which  have  confronted 
this  industry  for  the  past,  four  years," 

Invitations  were  sent  to  Roscoe  Hill,  Lincoln,  Nebr.j  J.  Arza 
Adams,  Pleasant  GrOve,  Utah;  Graydon  McCulley,  Mapie  Plains,  Minn,;  Alex 
Maul,  Fresno,  Calif,;  Dwight  Lifer,  Danville,  Ohio;.  Chester  Housh,  Elkton, 
Va,;  Peter  C.  Crafts,  Grasmer,  N.  E. ; '  D.  W.  Msrtz,  Northumberland,  Pa.; 
Ralph  Janes,  Austin,  Texas;  Vernon  Peterson,  Ellsworth,  la,;  0,  E,  Droege, 
Chicago;  Herbert  Beyers,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  Clem  W.  Norton,  Portland, 
Ore,;  Frank  Priebe,  Chicago;  Hoyle  Griffin,  Monroe,  N.  C;  Arlo  V.  Turner, 
Modesto,  Calif,;  E,  D,  Griffin,  Chicago;  Gilbert  Swanson,  Omaha,  Nebr,; 
Howard  Stamper,  Moberly,  Mo,;  Jack  Shoemaker, ,  Seattle,  Wash,;  James  G, 
Berryhill,  San  Francisco;  Benjamin  I.  Brown,  New  York  City;  and  J,  D,  Sykes, 
St,  Louis,  Mo. 

Cottonseed  Committee  Makes  Recommendations 

•  The  special  industry  advisory  committee  which  met  here .Monday  and 
Tuesday  recommended  the  development  of  a  cottonseed  price  support  program 
for  the  1953  crop,  to  be  carried  out  through  loans  to  and  purchases  from 
producers  at  90  percent  of  the  parity  price.    It  recommended  appointment  • 
of  a  small  Committee  (including  producers,  ginners,  and  crushers)  to  work 
with  PMA  in  developing  the  details  of  the  1953  support  program.  Secretary 
Benson  has  the  recommendations  under  advisement.    This  committee  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Secretary  last  week. 


Egg  Price  Outlook  Better  Than  Year  Ago 

The  new  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  released  today  says  egg  produc- 
tion will  rise  seasonally  in  the  next  month  or  two,  "but  output  should  re- 
main "below  a  year  ago  "because  there  are  fewer  potential  layers  on  farms. 
With  demand  expected  to  continue  strong,  prices  through  the  first  6  months 
of  1953  pro"ba"bly  will  "be  higher  than  in  the  same  period  of  1952 . 

The  situation  later,  particularly  toward  the  end  of  the  year, 
will  depend  on  the  volume  of  egg  production.    The  volume  at  that  time  will 
"be  affected  "by  the  likely  resumption  of  the  upward,  trend  in  rate  of  lay 
per  "bird,  and  also  "by  the  number  of  chickens  to  "be  raised  this  year. 

Farmers  reported  in  February  that  they  intend  to  raise  k  percent 
fewer  chickens  than  last  year  for  laying  flock  replacement.    However,  egg- 
feed  price  relationships  in  the  past  few  months  have  "been  encouraging  to 
©86  producers,  and  may  cause  them  to  raise  more  chickens  than  they  had 
planned  to  do. 

Supp.ort  Levels  Get  for  Upland  and  Extra  Long  Staple  Cotton 

The  Department  announced  yesterday  that  the  minimum  level  of 
price  support  for  1953 -crop  upland  cotton,  "basis  Middling  j/Q  inch,  will 
"be  3°*8°  cents  per  pound,  gross  weight.    This  is  90  percent  of  the  current 
parity  price  of  3^  .22  cents  per  pound. 

The  Department  also  announced  that  the  minimum  level  of  price 
support  for  1953 -crop  extra  long  staple  cotton  will  "be  73*92  cents  per 
pound,  net  weight,  with  a  minimum  level  for  /.meri can-Egyptian  cotton  of 
7^.52  cents  per  pound,  and  for  Sealand  and  Sea  Island  cotton  of  y6.22  cents 
per  pound.    The  level  for  extra  long  staple  cotton  is  2,kQ  times  90  per- 
cent of  the  parity  price  for  upland,  cotton,  in  accordance  with  legislative 
requirements. 

In  the  event  that  SO  percent  of  parity  on  August  1,  1953  (the 
"beginning  of  the  1953  marketing  year)  is  higher  than  the  level  announced, 
the  levels  of  price  support  for  "both  upland  and  extra,  long  staple  cotton 
will  "be  increased  accordingly. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  March  7 


NBC  National  F^rm  and  Home  H our c ♦ .Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m. 
EST.     "USDA  Headlines "    The  March  7  feature  will  "be  "The  -Farm  Eesearch 
Frontier"  with  Dr.  Be  T.  Shaw,  Agricultural  Research  Administrator,  and 
Ken  Gapen. 

ABC  American  Farmer. . .Saturdays  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    The  March  7  feature  will  "be  "How  Expensive  is 
Cheap  Poultry  Feed"  with  Bill  Alf  ord,  Extension  EFD  at  the  University  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Fred  P.  Jeffrey,  Head  of  the  Poultry  Department  at 
Massachusetts. 

CBS  Radio  Farm  News. ,  .Saturdays  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  with  Claude 
Phoney. and  two  k-E  Club  guests. 
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NARFD  Campaigning  for  Dutch  Relief 

Our  warmest  compliments  go  to  NARFD  for  its  extremely  worthwhile 
project  to  raise  funds  for  flood -stricken  farm  families  of  the' Netherlands. 
For  you  who  may  not  have  heard  ah  out  it,  the  NARFD  Executive  Committee  has 
voted  to  raise  such  a  fund  and  has  directed  the  Promotions  Committee  to 
take  over  the  work. 

HARFD  members  are  "being  asked  to  use  every  facility  at  hand  in 
raising  money  from  their  listeners       and  to  "pull  out  all  the  stops"  to' 
make  this  effort  a  success.    The  Association  has  selected  the  Christian 
Rural  Overseas  Program  (CROP)  as  its  official  agency  to  administer  the 
fund.    KFD's  will  forward  the  money  they  collect  to  NARFD  Treasurer  Frank 
Atwood  at  WTIC,  Hartford. 

Flagging  Your  Attention  to... 

A  release  "bringing  the  VE  Disease  situation  up  to  date  was  mailed 
to  you  Tuesday.    We 'else-   nailed  a  goal  story  on  killing  cattle  grubs  "by 
injecting  the  livestock  with  insecticides,    Enclosed  ars  rec  anise  ndat  ions  of 
the  Agricultural  Research  Policy  Committee  which  met  here  last  weekend. 

Among  Ourselves... 

Bob  Crom  will  attend  the  regional  AAACE  meeting  at  Ames  next  week 
on  his  way  "back  from  Texas  and  Oklahoma, 

Joe  Tonkin  is  in  the  field  for  a  month  --  for  a  series  of  radio 
schools,  and  conferences  with  extension  editors,  county  agents,  etc.,  in 
Louisiana,  Tennessee,  Georgia,  Texas,  and  New  Mexico.    He'll  return  to  • 
Washington  about  March  30« 


Cordially, 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


ENCLOSURES : 


Research  Policy  Committee  Recommendations-- (UBDA  U2I-53) 
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